The title compound [alternatively called (2-bromophenyl)-(hydroxy)acetonitrile], C 8 H 6 BrNO, is the reaction product of 2-bromobenzaldehyde and hydrogen cyanide. Bond lengths and angles are normal. In the crystal structure, an intermolecular hydrogen bond between the hydroxy group and the nitrile N atom is established. In agreement with bonding considerations, a linear C-NÁ Á ÁH acceptor geometry is observed. Each molecule is a single donor and a single acceptor; extended hydrogen-bonded chains are formed along [100] .
Related literature
For the synthesis of the title compound, see : Becker et al. (2001) . For the crystal structure of a related compound, see: Flores-Morales et al. (2003) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 2004 ); cell refinement: SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: SCALEPACK and DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: ORTEPIII (Burnett & Johnson, 1996) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. In the title compound a phenyl moiety, a hydroxy group and a cyano group are bonded to one C atom. The aromatic moiety bears a Br atom in 2-position to this C atom (Fig. 1) . Bond lengths and angles show no significant deviations from values apparent in the literature for similar bonds (Allen et al., 1987) .
In the crystal structure, hydrogen bonds between the hydroxy groups and the N atom result in the formation of infinite chains along [100] . The aromatic moieties are arranged parallel to each other (Fig. 2) .
The title compound was obtained as an intermediate in the synthesis of 2-bromomandelic acid according to a published procedure (Becker et al., 2001 ) upon addition of 2-bromobenzaldehyde to an acidified aqueous solution of potassium cyanide. After workup, crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained upon free evaporation of a solution of the compound in diethylether.
Refinement
All H atoms were located in a difference map and refined as riding on their parent atoms. One common isotropic displacement parameter for all H atoms was refined. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure with atom labels and anisotropic displacement ellipsoids (drawn at 50% probability level) for non-H atoms. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods 
